By ELLIOT MARAS
very Spring, more of the once-
glorious Prospect Avenue
rejuvenates. The latest gem
to be brought back to life is the
Kies-Murfey Mansion located at
4208 Prospect Avenue. Most of us
would recall this address as the

site of the former Arabica Bakery,
recognized from the street as a
brick and glass storefront, which
virtually hid the mansion since
1949. With the storefront
removed and major restoration
efforts complete, the grandeur of
the late 1800s mansion once
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again graces this prominent
Cleveland thoroughfare.
Prospect Avenue once rivaled
Euclid Avenue as the home of
Cleveland’s aristocracy. The
$1.2 million restoration of the
8,000-square-foot property on
Prospect Avenue — lead by The

Chesler Group, Inc., and rede-
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OST
AINTING, INC.

We are Proud to have
Provided the Interior & Exterior
Painting for the Kies-Murfey Building
with R.W. Clark

For all your commercial painting & wallcovering needs
Since 1992

24816 AURORA ROAD, UNiT F
BEDFORD HEIGHTS, OHIO 44146

Louise C. Post
PRESIDENT

(440) 439-6808

T

iSiwivERi B e S \Julmblllbwbuc), b i 3 L
and R. W. Clark Company, Inc.
— plays an important role in the
revitalization of the Upper
Prospect Historic District in
MidTown. MidTown includes the
area east of Downtown
Cleveland from the Innerbelt to
East 79th Street, with Carnegie
to the south and Payne Avenue
to the north.

A multi-faceted history

Like many older structures,
this building has a storied his-
tory. It has served as a rooming
house, a home for unwed mothers,
an office building, a distribution
center and warehouse, and most
recently, a bakery. This restora-

54

tion _adapts the house for
multiple office tenants.
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Originally built in 1871 as a
two-story brick Italianate man-
sion for Lewis Kies, the house
—was sold- to-Lewis and Nina
Murfey in 1906. In the late
1940s, the Whaley Industrial
Supply Co. converted the house
to commercial use, and a single-
story, brick addition was built
onto the front of the building.

Sadly, the original front porch
was demolished at that time and
most of the existing window
openings were in-filled or
altered to facilitate the secure
storage of industrial supply
stock. The Arabica purchased
the property in the mid 1980s
and began using the property as
a corporate headquarters and
bakery until it was acquired by
Second Generation Properties, a
joint venture of Michael Chesler

and some partners, in 2002. Resm;:g
Michael Chesler, president of co‘:\'}!;'g:‘: :
The Chesler Group, Inc., had his room

eye on the Kies-Murfey Mansion
shortly after he restored his first ! . ® X
Prospect Avenue home in 1990, Ly, / - it Architectural Photo
Gaensslen Place, another turn-
of-the-century, Italianate home.

He used to get his coffee at the

Jetest i Sl [11STORIC PROPERTY SOLUTIONS
bring the building back to its , ; , ;
original glory. - Real Estate Development * Propetty M e otic ‘Restoratioﬁ o “

“My business is all about

mercial properties, often

saving buildings that face “ could see from the looks on the"
demolition. I couldn’t wait to
get my hands on this one,” faces of my colleagues that they were
said Chesler. doubtful that it could turnout as it
This restoration marks another
milestone for The Chesler Group, has. e 1 had V ry conﬁde ce that
which has helped to bring back the outco e ,ould be spec cular.”
many of Cleveland’s historic, :
archi}icectural ‘ll)uildings includ- e -Den ¢ San Antonio Zeman, President
ing: The McGuffey School on . Saint Luke's mndatwn of Cleveland, Ohi'c’)-‘

West 28th Street, The Michael
Groh Mansion on Superior
Avenue, The McBride Mansion
on Prospect Avenue, The Fisher
Food Terminal on Lakeside
Avenue, most recently the Van
Roy Coffee building, and others.

" _§>THE ‘CHESLER GROUP . INC.

Chesler called on GSI : o 3 (2 .’ WWW CHESL RGROUP COM’
Architects, Inc. of Cleveland to LT e .~

help with the effort. “When
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Main
entrance
with
restored
stained
glass

Michael gave us a call and
asked us to help breathe new
life into the Kies-Murfey
Mansion, we were delighted.
It was such a pleasure
watching as demolition of
the masonry storefront
unveiled the hidden gem,”
said Scott Dimit, design princi-

Condominiums, and its own
corporate  headquarters on

pal at GSI Architects, Inc., the
design architect for the project.
The project plays to the

strength of GSI Architects,
whose portfolio of historic
restoration projects includes the
Westside Market, The Allen
Theatre,  Severance  Hall,
Pickwick & Frolic, Derbyshire

Playhouse Square.

Dimit noted that GSI Archi-
tects’ role in restoring the city’s
historic treasures is a passion at
the firm. “The Kies-Murfey
Mansion is an excellent
example of Cleveland’s rich

-architectural heritage from

the late 1800s,” said Dimit.
“We’re grateful to have been
able to help Cleveland
reclaim this excellent exam-
ple of period architecture.”

The restoration effort

The symmetrical front facade
of the house features tall arched
windows crowned at the top
with ornate limestone hood
moldings. An ornamental wood
cornice and projecting roof
eaves supported by sets of
double brackets give the build-
ing its distinct Tuscan style.

A lack of available records
made restoring the mansion to
its original condition a chal-
lenge. GSI Architects combed
the Cleveland Public Library
and the Western Reserve
Historical Society for photos of
the building to serve as cues for
the renovation. For example,
because the front porch had
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peen demolished, photographic

rds-were used in creating an

as well as the mahogany grand
staircase and _several marble

created from two existing rooms
on the first floor. An entire wall

recotto—vy :

historically sound replication.

Exterior renovations
Today the building’s outside
appearance is an almost exact
replica of the original, opulent
puilding. Key exterior features
that were restored include:

fireplaces, were repaired and re-
used. All 1/2-inch face nailed
white oak hardwood floors were
refinished. In keeping with the
Italianate style, the interior
color scheme is bright but
fairly simple: yellow walls with
white wood trim and dark cherry

was removed and a glass divider
was installed, allowing the room
to be divided in two, if separate
functions were occurring at the
same time.

Paralleling the elevator in the
back of the building is a stair-
well that leads to the second and

masonry, the cornice along
the perimeter of the roof; the
original facade, sporting monu-
mental, double-hung wood sash
windows; and recreation of the
porch and grand stairs. Dimit
noted that a specific wood was
needed to replace some of the
windows to do justice to the orig-
inal windows. Most of the
original windows, tall by today’s
standards, were replicated.

Concrete block removed

At the front exterior of the
building, the one-story concrete
block addition built in the late
1940s has been removed, allow-
ing for reconstruction of the
original porch and main entry.
Brick and stone accents were
chemically cleaned and tuck-
pointed by Cleveland-based VIP
Restoration. The roof was com-
pletely rebuilt.

Interior renovations
Much of the interior of the

furniture.

To meet the needs of the new
anchor tenant, The St. Luke’s
Foundation, a major conference
room was required. This was

third-floors—The first-two-floors
have a similar layout: a central
reception area with a chandelier,
and offices with white marble
fireplaces.
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mansion survived intact, and
whenever possible, existing
moldings, doorframes and doors,
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The back room, which is used
mainly for storage and a break

serve as the new home for The
St. Luke’s Foundation, an organ-

Hills, was looking for a location
that would be close to down-

room, is the only modern part of
the building. New features
include updated bathroom spaces,
pantries and a full kitchen, as
well as replacement of all utili-
ties to bring the building into
compliance with today’s stan-
dards. Adequate space was

created for-the elevator-onard

ization that funds community
needs. The Foundation, the pri-
mary tenant of the building, will
occupy the first two floors of the
building (not including the
garden level “basement.”)

St. Luke’s Foundation previ-
ously occupied part of the third

town, as well as the
neighborhoods it serves. Ample
parking and handicap accessibil-
ity were key requirements when
looking for new space to rent.
“Our growth required that
we look for more space to
accommodate our staff, as

createaor-vne-—etevator-opening
and for a separate fire envelope (a
sealed protective barrier) on each
of the three floors. The facility
now meets Americans with
Disabilities Act requirements.

The tenant needs
The restored mansion will

floor of the Allen Memorial
Medical Library building at Case
Western Reserve University. The
organization, which specializes
in funding projects for neighbor-
hoods served by St. Luke’s
Hospital such as Buckeye/Shaker,
Mt. Pleasant and Woodland
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well as a large boardroom
and conference room,” said
Denise San Antonio Zeman,
president of the Foundation.

Having relocated to the
restored Kies-Murfey Mansion
two months ago, San Antonio
Zeman said, “It’s a beautiful
place to come to work. We ‘re
proud to be new neighbors in
one of Cleveland’s historic
neighborhoods.”

Occupying the third floor is
Gilberti Studio International,
LLC. Rafael Gilberti, the drafts-
man for the project while
employed by GSI Architects, is
now working for his father’s
newly formed company. The

I 1,600-square-foot space is actu-
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ally a loft with a wood beamed

mansion overlooks Carnegie

Avenue.

“It’s nice to see how much
of the building was able to be
preserved. Some of the trim
is new, but it blends in so
well, that it would be diffi-
new and what was pre-
served,” Gilberti said. “It’s also
nice to be working in this
space knowing that I was
part of the team that helped
restore it.”

Historic Preservation Efforts

According to Chesler, convert-
ing the historically sensitive
building into a structure for
multiple uses wasn’t easy. “It’s
the most challenging kind of
rehabilitation,” he said. “It’s
like brain surgery. These are
tiny, intricate spaces and
everything must meet cur-
rent codes. We had to secure
a wide array of variances

- RESIDENTIAL

ASBESTOS
REMOVAL, INC.

Gilberti Studio International LLC

and deploy article 34 to ings need to be registered on

make the building work.”
Chesler is currently trying to

get the building listed on the

National Register of Historic

their own merits.

The City of Cleveland put up
$717,000 in loans and grants
through its Empowerment Zone

Places. Prospect Avenue is a and Storefront
local, not national,
District; hence, individual build- Provident Bank.

Renovation
Historic Program. Money also came from
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