Monday, July 2, 2007

The Plain Dealer | Breaking news: cleveland.com

OFF I 11EBOOKS

BusinessMonday | E3

IN YOUR SPACE

Foundation
polishes
Midtown
jewel

DouGLAsS TRATTNER
Special to The Plain Dealer

For many years, the true splen-
dor of the Kies-Murfy Mansion
was obscured by a masonry
storefront affixed to the build-
ing’s facade. A recent $1.2 mil-
lion restoration effort, led by the
Chesler Group, brought the 1874
brick Italianate structure back to
its former majesty. Today the
building is home to Saint Luke’s
Foundation, an organization that
supports Cleveland-area non-
profit groups.

NAME: Saint Luke’s Foundation

ADDRESS: 4208 Prospect Ave.,
Cleveland

VITALS: Supporter of nonprofit groups
through grant-making

With its slender arched win-
dows, intricately carved sand-
stone lintels and ornate wood
cornice, the Kies- Murfy building
is a Midtown jewel. To reclaim
that charm, developers had to
undo the harm inflicted on the
building when it was converted
from a residence to a business in
the late 1940s. The main
entryway had been removed, the
front porch demolished and win-
dows bricked over.

“It was a very significant reno-
vation,” explains Kimberly St.
John-Stevenson, St. Luke’s com-
munications officer. “It had to be
forward-thinking so as to include
the necessary technology, but
they took great care to maintain
as much of the original character
of the space as possible.”

featuring marble fireplaces.

For the staff, working in the
building combines the best of old
and new. A grand walnut stair-
case leads staffers to the second
floor, where offices, once bed-
rooms, feature marble fireplaces,
ornate plaster molding and soar-
ing ceilings. A sitting area over-
looks Prospect Avenue.
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The grand walnut staircase at Saint Luke’s Foundation leads from the foyer to second-floor offices

“You get that very comfortable
feeling that a house provides,”
adds St. John-Stevenson.

Trattneris afree-lance writerin
Cleveland Heights.

Do people stop by to check out your
cool building? Is your cubicle the
talk of the office? Tell us about it at
inyourspace@plaind.com.
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